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IntroductionIntroduction
• The NCFI – short history
• The importance of networks• The importance of networks
• Regional initiativeseg o a t at es
• NCFI website: a resource for 

t kour network



What is Care Farming? What is Care Farming? 
NCFI definition:NCFI definition:NCFI definition:NCFI definition:

• Care farming is the therapeutic use of farming 
practices. 

Care farms: 
• Utilise the whole or part of a farm. 
• Provide a supervised, structured programme of farming-

related activitiesrelated activities, 
• Provide services on a regular basis for participants
• Are commissioned to provide care farming services by p g y

referral agencies.



National Care Farming Initiative (UK)National Care Farming Initiative (UK)

Our mission:Our mission:
Provide a voice and supportive services for care 

farmers, to inspire decision makers and to 
develop policies and actions that will support p p pp
care farming in the UK.

MOA between 4 partner organisationsMOA between 4 partner organisationsMOA between 4 partner organisationsMOA between 4 partner organisations
•Arthur Rank Centre/ RASE
•The Fed (Federation of City farms and Community 
G d (FCFCG)Gardens (FCFCG)
•Harper Adams University College
•University of Essex

NCFI operates with and  on behalf of 
our Network of care farmers, 
supporters and interested parties



History of NCFI History of NCFI 
• First Care Farming Conference November 2005

• Development of a National Care Farming Network

• Build up evidence base – Stage 1 Research a scoping study of 
f i i th UKcare farming in the UK

• 2nd Care Farming Conference spring 2007

• Practitioners steering group set up

• Much consultation as to how the care farming movement should 
dproceed

• 3rd National Conference September 2010

• Care farming is on the map, 800+ people in the network, increased 
political interest and interest from commissioners

• Now going forward into a new phase, where the NCFI will be
run by care farmers for care farmers



The importance of networks for The importance of networks for 
care farming in the UKcare farming in the UK

• Networks of the 4 partner organisations
• Links with the EU social farming networksLinks with the EU social farming networks

– CoP Farming for Health
COST 866 Green care in Agriculture– COST 866 Green care in Agriculture

– SoFar project

D l t f UK id t k f• Development of a UK wide network of 
practitioners, supporters, commissioners 
etc

• Formation of regional/ country networksFormation of regional/ country networks



The formation of regional groups and networksThe formation of regional groups and networks
• Development of various regional / country groupings

– Care Farming Scotlandg
– Care Farming West Midlands
– East Anglia Care Farming
– South West group in progress
– Welsh group starting 

• Dynamic, groups have evolved naturally 
• They all vary in approach
• Some are formal groups others  are informalg p
• There is no ‘right’ way to go

O di it i t th t id hi i t• Our diversity is our strength – must avoid pushing everyone into 
the same model

• What works in one area/ country may not work in another• What works in one area/ country may not work in another



NCFI Website: a resource for the UK NCFI Website: a resource for the UK 
networknetwork

• The development of a national website 
has provided a valuable resource for:p
– Care farmers

Those interested in finding out more about– Those interested in finding out more about 
care farming
P t ti l li t i i– Potential clients or commissioners

– Regional groups

http://www ncfi org uk/http://www.ncfi.org.uk/











Challenges of regional networksChallenges of regional networksChallenges of regional networksChallenges of regional networks

• How to best link to the UK National 
Organisation?g

• Different roles? Provide different services?
R i l h d l d i• Regional groups have developed in 
different ways

• Where a regional group has not emerged 
naturally private consultants have steppednaturally, private consultants have stepped 
in to fill the gap
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